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lake is not a " river" within the meaning of the Act.
" That/' remarked the chairman, " is a question that will
be decided in a superior court/'   " Yes," retorted Lloyd
George, "and it will be a perfectly just and unbiassed
court, too*"  The innuendo struck home j and the chair-
man, springing to his feet, with wrathful voice shouted:
"If that remark of Mr* Lloyd George is meant as a
reflection upon any magistrate sitting upon this Bench, I
hope he will name him*   A more insulting remark to
the Bench I have never heard during the whole course of
my experience as a magistrate/1   " Bur a more true re-
mark/' replied Lloyd George, quite unperturbed by the
storm which he had raised, "was never made in Court/1
" Tell me," demanded the chairman, getting more and
more angry, "to whom you are referring?"   In calm
and level tones came the chilling reply: " I was referring in
particular to you, sir/'   Every attempt on the part of the
magistrates to induce him to withdraw the offensive remark
completely failed; and when a fellow-solicitor added his
entreaties to theirs, he only elicited from Lloyd George
the scathing remark: "I congratulate the Bench on the
servility of the Bar/'   Victory, as usu.nl, rested with the
rebel;  for after retiring for private consultation,  the
magistrates decided to waive the matter of an apology,
and to go on with the case.   It wns fear, most probably,
and not magnanimity, that led them to dismiss the case
against two of the prisoners and to line the other two n
shilling each*
Sometimes, however, Lloyd George relied upon his
ready wit; and then, as in after years in the House of
Commons, it brought him, in the long run, a richer reward
than did the fierce invective in which he was, in those
early days, too prone to indulge. For much as they may
admire his audacity, clients will not entrust their cases to